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General information 
 

Date and length of the workshop: 
July 9, 1 hour 

Who and where:  
DiAE TA’s and K-12 teachers, Wilbur Elementary School 

What: Music— 
Music and memory,  
The use of score in dramatic work 
The piano as the 4th voice in the cast 
Music creates a setting 
Music creating emotional atmosphere, comic relief and irony 

Why: (musical goals) 
Students will:  

● Tempo 

● Melody 
● Dynamics 
● Rhythm 

Why: (overall goals) 
Students learn:  

● How music creates context, atmosphere, character and action in “Distant Voices” 

 
How?? 

 

Focus Question/Line of Inquiry 
 How can music be used in a dramatic work to create context, atmosphere, character 
and action? 
 

Class 1 goal:  
Materials needed: Bluetooth speaker, markers, flip chart paper, images, slips of paper with 
adjectives 
Opening— musical memory game 
Start on the floor, in a comfortable position either lying or sitting 
Playing Debussy “footsteps in the snow” instructing breathing in and out 
Ask: “Let your mind wander into your memory. Think about a place you loved a child. What 
do you feel? Is there sun on your skin? Snow on your eyelids? Are you standing or sitting? 



Walking? Running? Who’s with you? What colors do you see around you? How do you feel in 
this place? What does it taste like? Stay there for a moment and on a couple more deep 
breaths, open your eyes and join me back in the room.  
 
Stand up and form a circle: Now, I’d like you to take a portion of your memory and create a 
sound that can draw us into your memory. It can be a simple ooo or ahhh, a couple of notes, 
a word repeated over and over, a whole melody, just a simple musical representation of your 
memory. Have everyone share one by one if time, if not have them all do it at the same time 
for a cacophony of sounds of our memories.  
 
Reflection:  
Grab a sheet of paper and pencil and journal a couple of your thoughts about the memory 
that came up for you: write where, who, what, how you felt, try to get as much of it down in 
60 seconds as you can.  
 

Introductory Exploration/Experiential Introduction  
Discovering tempo, melody, dynamics— 
 
Break into groups of two. 
Pick a song that you learned as a child. 
Work as a pair to sing or hum or speak the lyrics of the song with your partner 
Each person will be given little slips of paper with adjectives on them (despondent, ecstatic, 
exhausted, furious, shocked, lost, thrilled, lighthearted) 
“Perform” your song again with your parent, this time in the character of the adjective you 
received. See if your partner can guess which adjective you are trying to describe in your 
presentation of the melody.  
 
Reflection: Large group. Ask people: What did you notice? (Hopefully they discuss the ways 
there partner varied the melody through tempo, dynamics, rhythm etc.) What effect did this 
have on the feeling of hearing the melody? Did their emotions come through in their 
“performance”? What else did you notice? (Scribe) 
 
 

Main activity/Active Exploration:   
Divide into groups of 4, each group will be assigned an image that is on a music stand 
Each will receive a flip chart paper and marker 
 

1. As in our opening exercise, brainstorm some sounds that the image brings to mind. 
Write them on the paper.  

2. Next, write 2 sentences in first person about the image—“I went for a walk when the 
Cherry blossoms were blooming,” for example. Write them on your paper. 

3. Using your sounds and your sentences, create a short musical representation of the 
image with your group members. Use melody, tempo, dynamics, and other musical 
devices to describe the action. (Groups are allowed to use phones and speaker to play 



music or sounds, but they must also use their voices in someway, either in sound 
effects, spoken word or singing.)  

 
Each group presents their presentation without showing the image to the rest of the class. 
Reading their sentences as book ends. 
 

 

Closing— Reflection: large group. What did you notice?  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


