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A.T. Moffett, Executive Director:  Moffett@udel.edu   646-391-8167 

Ashley SK Davis, Artistic Director:  ASKDavis@udel.edu    302-593-6172 

 

Multi-Disciplinary 

Distant Voices Touring Theater (Grades 5-12):  Through music and dramatic readings 

Distant Voices Touring Theatre (DVTT) presents a docudrama bringing to life the WWII 

internment camp diary and experiences of Hiroaki Nishimura shown on the photo.  This 

production incorporates drama techniques with classical, contemporary, and traditional 

piano to share the story of one man during this misguided moment in our nation’s history.  

This residency concludes with an in-school assembly performance. 

 

Curriculum Connections:  Drama, Classical Music, Visual Art, US History, Japanese 

Internment 

 

 

Visual Art 

Eunice LaFate (Grades K-5):  Eunice LaFate was born on the island of Jamaica. Her 

creative vision finds its origin in the colors and tones of the island’s people, landscapes, 

and culture.  While her homeland has had a major effect on her art, so too have her 

many experiences here in the United States, where she has transitioned from her early 

career in education to human services administration. LaFate has immersed herself in 

teaching and helping people of all ages and races, which is why her creative spirit shows 

itself in art that emphasizes the beauty of human diversity and the importance of cultural 

heritage. She also brings to her art her appreciation of natural splendors – all in a universe that welcomes differences 

and celebrates rites of passage.  THIS STUDIO TOUR AND ARTIST TALK CAN OCCUR VIRTUALLY or IN PERSON. 

Curriculum Connections:  Visual Art, Painting, Folk Art, Jamaican Culture, Current Events, Social Emotional Learning 
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Hua-Hua Zhang (K-5):  Hua-Hua Zhang graduated from the Beijing Performing Arts Academy where she was trained as a 

performer in the ancient art of Chinese puppetry. From 1974 to 1995 she toured nationally and internationally with the 

China Puppet Arts Troupe of Beijing. She received many awards for excellence 

in performance and direction.  Hua-Hua formed her nonprofit company — Hua-

Hua’s Visual Expressions — to continue to develop her visions of the performing 

arts and to develop an art education program to share Chinese culture and 

puppet art with American audiences and students. Since 2000, the company has 

mounted four productions which have toured throughout the United States.  

This residency concludes with a performance and live puppetry/movement demonstration. 

Curriculum Connections:  Visual Art, Puppetry, Movement, Chinese Culture, Immigrant Stories 

 

Delaware Art Museum – Estampas de la Raza: Contemporary Prints from the 

Romo Collection (Grades K-12):  Estampas de la Raza chronicles the unique 

heritage, history, and experience of Mexican Americans and Latinos in an 

exhibition of 61 large-scale framed screenprints and lithographs. This body of 

prints comprises an essential but largely overlooked aspect of contemporary 

American art, focusing on prints made by Mexican American and Latino artists 

during and after the Chicano art movement of the 1960s and 1970s.  This 

residency concludes with a FIELD TRIP to the Delaware Art Museum.  April 1 – 

May 28, 2023 

Curriculum Connections:  Visual Art, Printmaking, Mexican Diaspora, 

Hispanic/Latinx Culture 

 

 

 

Music 

The Whitney Project (K-12):  The Whitney Project is dedicated to performing 

the works of Wilmington based composer, Jonathan W. Whitney. Jonathan’s 

music strives to give space for the listener to contemplate the present 

moment. He often addresses issues surrounding racial equity and violence in 

our neighborhoods, but also moments of mourning and the quiet peace found 

when working late at night. Jonathan has his masters from the University of 

the Arts in Jazz Studies and is a 2020 Delaware Division of the Arts Established 

Artist Fellowship recipient. His debut album, Life’s Dimensions documents his 

musical journey as an activist working to improve the lives of black and brown 

people across the Delaware.  This residency concludes with a performance by 

The Whitney Project.  The performance can be conducted either VIRTUALLY or 

IN PERSON. 

Curriculum Connections:  Music, Percussion, Jazz, Current Events, Music Composition 
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Jea Street, Jr. (Grades 5-12):  Jea Street, Jr. is a singer/songwriter born and raised in Wilmington, Delaware. He was 

inspired to become a musician during his Freshman year at Morehouse College when he joined the Morehouse College 

Glee Club. After graduating from Morehouse with a Bachelor's degree in psychology, 

Jea went back to school at the University of Delaware where he studied music theory 

and composition. Since finishing at UD, Jea has been involved in many different facets 

of music. Jea has sung professional operatic and Broadway roles, produced a hip-hop 

album, has recorded several of his own projects, and was commissioned by the 

National Endowment for the Arts and the Delaware Art Museum to co-write a work 

that told the story of the 1968 occupation of Wilmington, Delaware after Martin Luther 

King Jr.’s assassination. He has completed a recording project entitled "The Sit Down” 

which tours as a production of Artivism brought to life in the form of a musical 

experience. This residency concludes with a performance by Jea Street, Jr. and his 

band.  The performance can be conducted either VIRTUALLY or IN PERSON. 

Curriculum Connections:  Music, Vocal Music, Songwriting, Artivism, Activism, Current 

Events, Music Composition 

 

Dance 

SOLE Defined (Grades 3-12):  Speak Up! is an interactive digital 

learning performance and residency for students in grades 3rd-

12th. Sharing the journey and contributions of Congressman John 

Lewis, Speak Up! uses percussive dance, storytelling, and archival 

footage to explore the work of Congressman Lewis during the Civil 

Rights Movement and how his iconic work impacts students today. 

This performance and residency highlights three key points within 

the Civil Rights Movement and creates parallels to current events. 

These points include the Lunch Counter Sit-ins, the Freedom 

Riders, and the March on Selma.  The performance can be 

conducted either VIRTUALLY or IN PERSON. 

Curriculum Connections:  Dance, History, Civics, Current Events, Civil Rights, Social Justice, HB 198 

Ecotonic Movement (Grades K-12):  Environmental justice begins when we 
connect with our bodies, our neighborhood, our planet. It begins when we 
ask ourselves where we’ve come from and where we want to go. Led by 
award-winning ecologist and choreographer Jame McCray, Ecotonic 
Movement invites people from all walks of life into important conversations 
about the places we live and move in.  At Ecotonic Movement, the ecotone 
is the place where science and performing arts meet, where diverse groups 
gather to engage with ideas and with each other.  Ecotonic Movement 
brings together curiosity, fun and movement as a means for posing the 
question: How do we move toward a future where all creation thrives? We 
invite you to join us in engaging in dialogue through dance, theater, 

research, and conversation to ask more questions and discover answers. Together we will c reate ecotonic 
movement.  This residency concludes with a performance, master workshop, or discussion. 
 
Curriculum Connections:  Dance, STEM, Science, Environmental Justice, Climate  
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UPRISING:  Remembrance, Resistance, Revival (Grades 5-12):  UPRISING is a 

multidisciplinary art production featuring the choreography by Ashley SK 

Davis.  Using modern dance, poetry, prose, and song, UPRISING is an artistic 

expression of the events in Wilmington, Delaware in 1968, including the 

populist revolution and the National Guard occupation of the city.  UPRISING 

seeks to reflect upon the actions of the people and the government in 1968 

and then flash forward fifty years to consider the actions of both bodies 

today and into the future.  Immediately following the performance, the 

dancers will participate in a question and answer session with the audience.  

UPRISING was commissioned by the Delaware Art Museum, with support 

from the National Endowment for the Arts.  This residency concludes with an 

IN-SCHOOL or VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE with live Q&A.  A study guide is also 

available. 

 

Curriculum Connections:  Modern Dance, Music, Poetry, Spoken Word, Social Justice, American History, Delaware History, 

HB 198 

 

Theatre 

Jabari Dreams of Freedom, by award-winning playwright Nambi E. Kelley (Grades 3-6):  Ten-year-old Jabari loves to 

paint. And through these paintings, he escapes the turbulent world around him and the reality of a friend hurt by police 

violence. In his dreams, he meets children and young people from the Civil 

Rights Era, including Ruby Bridges, Claudette Colvin, and others, who teach 

him how to be fearless. He also meets his hero, Barack Obama, as a 7-year-

old boy on the eve of the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. Using 

history, rap, freedom songs, and humor, this play explores what it means to 

have courage in a world where Black children, Black boys, don’t feel safe.  

This residency concludes with a FIELD TRIP to The Playhouse on Rodney 

Square.   Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 9:30 AM or 12:00 PM 

Curriculum Connections: Fine Arts: Performance, Technology, Multi-Media Design, Music; African American History, Civil 

Rights; Social Emotional Learning, HB 198 

 

Warriors Don't Cry, TheaterWorks USA (Grades 6-12):  After hearing Ya Girl – a high school student with over 1 million 

followers on Instagram – struggle to make sense of today’s tumultuous world, Melba Pattillo steps out of history to 

share the story of her battle to integrate Little Rock Central High School in 

1957. Ya Girl learns to see herself in Melba, and in all the young warriors who 

came before her who raised their hands and made a difference.  Inspired by 

Dr. Melba Pattillo Beals' Little Rock Nine memoir, Warriors Don't Cry, this 

production is a catalyst for deeper discussion about social responsibility, civil 

discourse, social media, and community engagement.  This residency 

concludes with a FIELD TRIP to Copeland Hall at The Grand.   Tuesday, 

February 21, 2023 at 9:30 AM or 12:00 PM 

 

Curriculum Connections and Themes: Communication and Language Arts, Music, Technology, Social Studies, HB 198, 

Empowered Youth, Civil Discourse, Social Justice, Activism, Social Media, Freedom 
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TAHIRA (Grades K-12):  TAHIRA performs stories of hope and humor, triumph and 

tragedy drawn from TAHIRA’s diverse repertoire of original works and those 

based on the West African Oral Tradition. In this program, TAHIRA opens with an 

introduction of the call and response style of singing. “Call and response” is a 

requested or spontaneous verbal and non-verbal interaction between the 

performer and the audience. The major theme in this program is the role of 

stories and storytellers in the recording of historical events. 

This residency concludes with an IN-PERSON or VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE, 

approximately 45-60 minutes in length, including a Q&A.  Master Workshops with the Artist are available for an 

additional charge.   

 

Curriculum Connections: American History, West African History, African Diaspora, Black History, Culture and Society, 

Storytelling, Writing, Music, Drumming, Social Emotional Learning, HB 198 

 

Spoken Word and Poetry 

Gayle Danley (Grades K-12):  Soon after crushing the competition at Asheville's National Poetry Slam in 1994, Gayle 

Danley entered America's classrooms teaching thousands of children how to 

access their emotions through the force of words. She performed and taught her 

way from Maryland Young Audience's Artist of the Year, to National Young 

Audience's Artist of the Year. She's also both a former national and international 

poetry slam champion.  Gayle’s work with middle school student in Baltimore 

County was featured by CBS 60 Minutes, and she has also appeared in The 

Baltimore Sun, Washington Post, and New York Times.  Gayle was named the 

2018 Maryland Library Association Poet of the Year.  

This residency concludes with a VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE, including a Q&A.  and additional workshop materials.  Master 

Workshops with the Artist are available for an additional charge.   

 

Curriculum Connections: Current Events, Culture and Society, Poetry, Writing, Social Emotional Learning 

 

The Twin Poets (K-12):  The Twin Poets have won many awards for their work including the Village Award from the 

Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth and their Families (2006), 

Bank of America’s Local Heroes Award (2006), Citizens of the Year from Omega 

Psi Phi Fraternity (2006), Christi Award for Community Service through the Arts 

(2005), Mentors of the Year from the City of Wilmington (1998), The Mayors 

Award for Service to Children (1997), and Outstanding Young Wilmingtonian 

Award for Community Service (1997).  The Twin Poets have also been featured 

on the Peabody Award-winning HBO program Def Poetry, BET’s Lyric Café, and 

NPR’s Poetic License, and they are the subject of a Hearts and Minds Films 

documentary called Why I Write. They have toured nationally and internationally.   

This residency concludes with an IN-PERSON or VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE, approximately 45-60 minutes in length, 

including a Q&A.  Master Workshops with the Artist are available for an additional charge.   

 

Curriculum Connections: Current Events, Culture and Society, Poetry, Writing, Social Emotional Learning 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=CQjg8iBL&id=D7E1517DDB829107359BB543F47B7EFFDE517B87&thid=OIP.CQjg8iBL6OJ1TTQsibZjLgEsDH&q=twin+poets+delaware&simid=608020701956800956&selectedIndex=0

