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A.T. Moffett, Executive Director:  Moffett@udel.edu   646-391-8167 

Ashley SK Davis, Artistic Director:  ASKDavis@udel.edu    302-593-6172 

 

Multi-Disciplinary 

Tony Vacca and Abdou Sarr World Music (Grades K-12):  Tony Vacca and Abdou Sarr combine to create an amazing, 

high-energy performance featuring West African percussion and Senegalese 

dance. Tony's performances tend to be mind-bending, all-out physical 

spectacles on the nature and power of music. Tony performs from his 

repertoire of songs, using a world of percussion instruments that include 

giant West African balafons, talking drums, a hybrid percussion/drum set, 

and a set of over 20 gongs. There's a lot of audience participation, usually one 

Spoken Word 

piece, and performances by workshop groups are often included. Rhythm 

Griots (pronounced gree-oes) translates into English as 'rhythm storytellers,' 

and rhythm is the common ground shared by all.  

 

Curriculum Connections:  Music (percussion, West African music, world music); Theatre (Griot-tradition, storytelling); 

Dance (Senegalese dance forms); HB 198 

 

Visual Art 

Tenango Otomi Embroidery (Grades K-12):  Tenango is a style of embroidery 

which originated in the Tenango de Doria municipality in the Mexican state of 

Hidalgo. It is a commercialized version of traditional Otomi embroidery, which 

was developed in the 1960s in response to an economic crisis. It is estimated 

at over 1,200 artisans practice the craft in Tenango de Doria and the 

neighborhing municipality of San Bartolo Tutotepec. 

Curriculum Connections:  Visual Art, Folk Art, Mexican Culture, Line Work, Fiber 

Art, Stitch Work 
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Biggs Museum of American Art – Rozeal.: Want Not (Rescue from the Otherwise Obscene, 

Salvation from the Wicked) (6-12):  Rozeal’s contemporary paintings blend traditional ukiyo-

e print techniques with Japanese folklore, geisha, kabuki, and samurai imagery, infused with 

hip-hop references and African American culture.  This residency concludes with a FIELD TRIP 

to The Biggs Museum of American Art. 

Curriculum Connections:  Visual Art, Painting, Print-Making, Cultural Studies, Japanese 

Culture, Black American Culture, HB198 

 

 

 

Delaware Art Museum – Jazz Age Illustration (Grades K-12):  Jazz Age 

Illustration is the first major exhibition to survey the art of popular 

illustration in the United States between 1919 and 1942. This ambitious 

project draws from DelArt’s expansive illustration collection, with selective 

loans, to explore the mass visual culture that emerged at the end of the 

First World War—a period characterized by cultural vibrancy and dramatic 

social change. Jazz Age Illustration will include more than 100 works of art 

and dozens of publications by prominent artists, such as Aaron Douglas, 

John Held Jr., Neysa McMein, and Frank Schoonover.  This residency 

concludes with a FIELD TRIP to the Delaware Art Museum.  October 5, 

2024 – January 25, 2025. 

Curriculum Connections:  Visual Art, Illustration, American History 

 

Music 

The Whitney Project (K-12):  The Whitney Project is dedicated to performing 

the works of Wilmington based composer, Jonathan W. Whitney. Jonathan’s 

music strives to give space for the listener to contemplate the present 

moment. He often addresses issues surrounding racial equity and violence in 

our neighborhoods, but also moments of mourning and the quiet peace found 

when working late at night. Jonathan has his masters from the University of 

the Arts in Jazz Studies and is a 2020 Delaware Division of the Arts Established 

Artist Fellowship recipient. His debut album, Life’s Dimensions documents his 

musical journey as an activist working to improve the lives of black and brown 

people across the Delaware.  This residency concludes with a performance by 

The Whitney Project.   

Curriculum Connections:  Music, Percussion, Jazz, Current Events, Music Composition 
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Dance 

Pieces of a Dream, Inc. presents SOCIAL MOVEMENTS: 1968 Wilmington 

Uprising and Occupation (Grades 6-12):  Social Movements: The 1968 

Wilmington Uprising and Occupation is a modern dance production looking 

at the key moments and meaning of Wilmington, Delaware’s historic 1968 

riots and the subsequent National Guard Occupation of the city. Set to a 

background of Freedom Songs from the 1960s, text from official 

documents, and first-person stories, dancers use their bodies to present 

the stories of the individuals who lived during this era that has had a 

profound effect on Wilmington, her citizens, and the greater Delaware 

community to this day. This production includes the performance of “Riot-

Us Behavior” and a scholar-led discussion about the events.  This residency 

concludes with a FIELD TRIP to The Grand.  Wednesday, December 4, 2024 at 9:30 AM or 12:00 PM.  A study guide is 

also available.  

Curriculum Connections:  Wilmington, US History, Delaware History, DE250, Civil Rights Era, African American History, 

Dance, ELA, Storytelling HB 198 

 
 

Theatre 

HERO: THE BOY FROM TROY (Grades 3-6):  Jayden is stuck in detention with a 

book about Congressman John Lewis, but he thinks that history has nothing to 

teach him. Together we go on a musical journey through the decades that shows 

how the heroes in the Civil Rights movement inspired young John Lewis to protest 

injustice and get into ‘good trouble.’ As a boy, John dreams of being a preacher 

who can help others. While he doesn’t have a congregation yet, he does have a 

loyal group of singing chickens that listen to him as he finds his voice. On a 

harrowing road trip through the South, John’s eyes and mind are opened to the 

injustices of segregation and racism, inspiring him to take action. As John meets 

Rosa Parks and Dr. King and ultimately becomes a leader and American hero 

himself, Jayden learns how he too can take a stand.  From the same creative team 

as JABARI DREAMS OF FREEDOM, including playwright Nambi E. Kelley, director 

Daniel Carlton, and music and lyrics by Joe Plummer, this new musical production was commissioned by Pittsburgh Civic 

Light Opera's Gallery of Heroes Program. The national touring production is supported by Development Partner The 

Center at Governor State University in University Park, IL. This residency concludes with a FIELD TRIP to The Grand Opera 

House Copeland Hall.   Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 9:30 AM or 12:00 PM 

Curriculum Connections: Fine Arts Performance Technology, and Multi-media Design, Traditional Negro Spiritual Songs 

and Freedom Songs, American History, Civil Rights, African American Leaders 
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EMPOWERED, BRILLIANT & BRAVE: Great Women of Black History (Grades 3-8):  Meet some of Black History’s most 

inspiring female figures in this special show that highlights some of the 

world’s most amazing women. Crunch some hidden figures with 

Dorothy Vaughan. Follow along the Underground Railroad with Harriet 

Tubman. Celebrate the Jazz Age with Ella Fitzgerald. Plus meet 

incredible groundbreakers like Michelle Obama, Sojourner Truth, 

Serena Williams and many, many more amazing women from Black 

History!.  This residency concludes with a FIELD TRIP to the baby grand 

at The Grand.   Monday, March 10, 2025 at 9:30 AM or 12:00 PM 

Curriculum Connections and Themes: Women’s History, African 

American History, Social Studies, Civil Rights, Discrimination, Equality 

 

TAHIRA (Grades K-12):  TAHIRA performs stories of hope and humor, triumph and 

tragedy drawn from TAHIRA’s diverse repertoire of original works and those 

based on the West African Oral Tradition. In this program, TAHIRA opens with an 

introduction of the call and response style of singing. “Call and response” is a 

requested or spontaneous verbal and non-verbal interaction between the 

performer and the audience. The major theme in this program is the role of 

stories and storytellers in the recording of historical events. 

This residency concludes with an IN-PERSON PERFORMANCE, approximately 45-

60 minutes in length, including a Q&A.  Master Workshops with the Artist are available for an additional charge.   

 

Curriculum Connections: American History, West African History, African Diaspora, Black History, Culture and Society, 

Storytelling, Writing, Music, Drumming, Social Emotional Learning, HB 198 

 

Spoken Word and Poetry 

The Twin Poets (K-12):  The Twin Poets have won many awards for their work including the Village Award from the 

Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth and their Families (2006), 

Bank of America’s Local Heroes Award (2006), Citizens of the Year from Omega 

Psi Phi Fraternity (2006), Christi Award for Community Service through the Arts 

(2005), Mentors of the Year from the City of Wilmington (1998), The Mayors 

Award for Service to Children (1997), and Outstanding Young Wilmingtonian 

Award for Community Service (1997).  The Twin Poets have also been featured 

on the Peabody Award-winning HBO program Def Poetry, BET’s Lyric Café, and 

NPR’s Poetic License, and they are the subject of a Hearts and Minds Films 

documentary called Why I Write. They have toured nationally and internationally.   

This residency concludes with an IN-PERSON PERFORMANCE, approximately 45-60 minutes in length, including a Q&A.  

Master Workshops with the Artist are available for an additional charge.   

 

Curriculum Connections: Current Events, Culture and Society, Poetry, Writing, Social Emotional Learning 
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